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SUBJECT: NEW CHINA NEWS AGENCY CORRESPONDENT'S VIEWS ON ETHIOPIA 

SUMMARY: AT HIS OWN INITIATIVE, RESIDENT HSIN HUA NEWS 
AGENCY CORRESPONDENT CHANG CHING-LEI PAID COURTESY CALL 
ON ACTING POLCOUNS. DURING CONVERSATION, CHANG DES- 
CRIBED OFFICIAL PRC RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA AS "COLL," 

SIAD’S VISIT TO PEKING AS DICTATED BY NON-AFRICAN POLICY 
CONCERNS, SITUATION IN ERITREA AS NOT REPEAT NOT MAJOR 
OFFENSIVE AND GROWING WARSAW PACT INFLUENCE IN ETHIOPIA. 

WHILE CHANGE DID NOT EXPLICITYLY MENTION IT, SOME ETHIOPIAN 
TECHNOLCRATS FEAR THAT PREPONDERANT SOVIET ROLE IN ETHIO- 
PIA MAY TURN PRC AWAY FROM TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROJECTS 
ALREADY PLANNED, WHICH MIGHT BE SEEN IN PEKING AS SUPPORT- 
ING SOVIET EFFORTS HERE. END SUMMARY. 

1. SINO-ETHIO RELATIONS: CHANG SAID ETHIOPIAN GOVT (PMGSE) 

HAD TAKEN A "COOL" POSTURE TOWARD PEKING OFFICIALLY, BUT 

THAT INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS WITH INDIVIDUAL ETHIOPIANS WERE STILL 
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GOOD. CHINESE TECHNICIANS HAVE BEEN DENIED ACCESS TO MILITARILY 
SENSITIVE AREAS, SUCH AS ASSAB PORT, WHERE THEY FORMERLY COULD 
ENTER 2-3 MONTHS AGO. CHANG ALSO SAID COOPERATION FROM 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION ( MININFO) WAS NOT VERY GOOD BECAUSE, 

HE BELIEVED, OF INCREASING EAST GERMAN AND SOVIET INFLUENCE 
OVER MEDIA. 
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2. SINO-SOMALI RELATIONS: CHANG SAID THAT DURING SIAD’S VISIT 
TO PEKING, HE HAD BEEN ADVISED BY CHINESE OFFICIALS TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA AND ATTEMPT TO CO-EXIST PEACEFULLY. 
CHANG SAID PRC DID NOT WISH TO TAKE SIDES IN HORN BETWEEN 
ETHIOPIA AND SOMALIA, NOR IN ANY OTHER AFRICAN INTER-STATE 
CONFLICT. HOWEVER, HE ALLOWED THAT SOMETIMES THERE WERE OTHER 
FOREIGN POLICY CONSIDERATIONS WHICH PEKING FACTORED INTO 

ITS DECISIONS. SUCH WAS CASE FOR SIAD OFFICIAL VISIT. 

3. ERITREAN SITUATION: CHANG STATED THAT GENERALLY RELIABLE 
SOURCE HAD TOLD HIM THAT ETHIOPIA DID NOT PLAN ON MAJOR 
OFFENSIVE IN ERITREA PRIOR TO JULY OAU SUMMIT IN KHARTOUM. HE 
WAS INFORMED THAT ETHIOPIA WOULD ATTEMPT TO LOOSEN SEIGE OF 
MAJOR TOWNS AND TO OPEN MAJOR ROADS IN PIECEMEAL BATTLES PRIOR 
TO SUMMIT AND EVEN POSSIBLY TO CLOSE SUPPLY ROUTES FROM SUDAN. 
HOWEVER, HE DID FORESEE MAJOR OFFENSIVE BEING LAUNCHED AFTER 
RAINY SEASON IN ERITREA, PERHAPS AS EARLY AS SEPT OR OCT. 

4. RESIDENT PRESS SITUATION: CHANG SAID RESIDENT FOREIGN PRESS 
CORPS CONSISTED OF ONE YUGOSLAV (TANJUG), LOCAL AGENCE FRANCE 
PRESS (AFP) STRINGER, 8 SOVIETS (NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED, BUT 
KNOWN TO INCLUDE TASS, PRAVDA AND POSSIBLY ISVESTIYA), ONE 
CUBAN (PRENSA LATINA), UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF EAST GERMANS 
INCLUDING ADN AND HIMSELF (HSIN HUA). HE STATED THERE WERE 
NUMBER OF EAST GERMAN ADVISERS IN MININFO WHO CONDUCTED 
DAILY 2-HOUR TRAINING SESSIONS WITHIN MINISTRY. 
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5. BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION: CHANG CHING-LEI ARRIVED IN ETHIOPIA 
ON OR ABOUT MAY 11, 1978, HAVING COMPLETED HIS PREVIOUS ASSI- 
MENT IN ADEN (PDRY),. HE IS ATTACHED TO HSIN HUA'S INTERNATIONAL 
BRANCH, HAS PRIVATE OFFICE IN ADDIS ABABA NEAR PRC EMBASSY AND 
SAID ETHIOPIA IS HIS FIRST ASSIGNMENT IN AFRICA. HE STATED 
THAT HIS PREDECESSOR HAD RETURNED TO PEKING. CHANG APPEARED TO 
BEBETWEEN 35 AND 40 YRS OLD. HE SPEAKS FLUENT AMERICAN 
ENGLISH WHICH HE SAID HE LEARNED IN PEKING. CHANG IS ACCOMPANIED 
BY HIS WIFE CHI HUI-MIN. IT IS NOT YET KNOWN BY EMBASSY IF THEY 
HAVE ANY CHILDREN. DURING CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, CHANG USED 
WESTERN JOURNALISTIC TECHNIQUES TO SOLICIT INFORMATION AND 
APPEARED QUITE RELAXED AND FRIENDLY. HE IS ABOUT 5 FEET 6 OR 
7 INCHES TALL AND SLIGHTLY BUILT. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY PRC 
EMBOFF DURING VISIT, PROBABLY MORE FOR PROTOCOL REASONS THAN 
ANYTHING ELSE. EMBOFF ALSO SPEAKS FLUENT ENGLISH. 

WALKER 
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